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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments traversing tine rejection set fortli in Office Action mailed on 
03/02/2010 have been fully considered and found persuasive. 

Therefore, in view of the Pre-Brief Conference Request filed on 06/01/2010, 
PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED. New ground of rejection applied as set forth 
below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 

/Dwayne D. Bost/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, 
Art Unit 2617 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 10, 12, 20-24, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hosein (US 20050107090 A1), hereafter "Hosein." 

Consider claim 1. Hosein discloses: 

A method for use in a wireless communications network (see fig. 1 and [0006]), 

comprising: 

communicating data to plural mobile stations over a wireless link (see fig. 1, 
[00061); and 

sending a broadcast message to the plural mobile stations, the broadcast 
message containing an indication for indicating to the plural mobile stations that the 
mobile stations are to change data rates for transmissions over a reverse wireless link 
(see Abstract, fig. 1, [0008], [0028], and [0029]. Hosein discusses wherein radio 
base station (RBS) 36 broadcast common rate control commands, BS 30 
transmitting rate control commands responsive to estimated base station loading 
to cause mobile stations 12 to increase, decrease, or hold their current reverse 
link data rates), wherein the broadcast message further includes a particular data rate 



Application/Control Number: 10/799,963 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

that is to be used by the plural mobile stations over the reverse wireless link (see fig. 1, 
[0026], where Hosein discusses wherein each mobile station 12 transmits data as 
needed at a defined data rate). 

Consider claim 10. Hosein discloses: 

A method for use in a wireless communications network (see fig. 1 and [0006]), 

comprising: 

communicating data to plural mobile stations over a wireless link (see fig. 1, 
[0006]); and sending a broadcast message to the plural mobile stations, the broadcast 
message containing an indication for indicating to the plural mobile stations that the 
mobile stations are to change data rates for transmissions over a reverse wireless link 
(see Abstract, fig. 1, [0008], [0028], and [0029]. Hosein discusses wherein radio 
base station (RBS) 36 broadcast common rate control commands, BS 30 
transmitting rate control commands responsive to estimated base station loading 
to cause mobile stations 12 to increase, decrease, or hold their current reverse 
link data rates), wherein sending the broadcast message to the plural mobile stations 
comprises sending the broadcast message to cause the plural mobile stations to set 
respective data rates to a value less than or equal to an autonomous data rate of each 
of the corresponding mobile stations, wherein the autonomous data rate is useable by 
the corresponding mobile station operating in autonomous mode in which the 
corresponding mobile station is able to transmit data over the reverse wireless link 
without being scheduled (see [0006]. Hosein discusses wherein a plurality of mobile 
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stations are permitted to transmit on the reverse link at no higher than some 
minimum or "autonomous" data rate). 

Consider claim 12. Hosein teaclies claim 1 and furtlier suggests wlierein 
sending the broadcast message to tine plural mobile stations comprises sending the 

broadcast message containing the indication for indicating to the plural mobile stations 
that the mobile stations are to change data rates for transmissions of packet data over 
respective reverse packet data channels (see [0008] and [0013]). 

Claims 20 and 21 claim the mobile station to perform the methods of claims 1 
and 10; therefore, the same rejection rationale applies. 

Consider claim 22. Hosein teaches claim 21 and further suggests wherein the 
interface is adapted to receive another message from the base station that sets the 
autonomous data rate (see [0006], [0008], [001 1] and [0030]). 

Consider claim 23. Hosein teaches claim 20 and further discloses changing the 
data rate of transmission over a reverse packet data channel (see [0008] and [001 3]). 

Consider claim 24. Hosein teaches claim 23 and further suggests wherein the 
reverse packet data channel is a code-division multiple access (CDMA) 2000 reverse 
packet data channel (R- PDCH) (see [0003] and [0013]). 

Claim 26 claims a base station to perform the method of claim 1; therefore, the 
same rejection rationale applies. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 2-4, 7, 8, 13, 15, and 17-19, 25, and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Hosein (US 20050107090 A1), hereafter "Hosein," in 
view of Toskala et al. (US 6782269 B2), hereafter "Toskala." 

Consider claim 2. Hosein teaches claim 1, but is silent regarding wherein 
sending the broadcast message comprises sending a grant message on a channel that 
is monitored by the plural mobile stations. Toskala, in analogous art, discloses the 
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aforesaid limitation (see Abstract, col. 2 lines 23-36). It would therefore have been 
obvious, at the time of invention, to combine Hosein with Toskala for the purpose of 
providing uplink enhancements in the air interface between a terminal and a base 
station in a wireless communications network, as discussed by Toskala (see col. 1 
lines 9-13). 

Consider claim 3. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 2; Toskala 
further discloses sending the grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13); and 
Hosein further discloses a code division multiple access (CDMA) 2000 network (see 
Hosein: fig. 1, [0013] and [0026]). 

Consider claim 4. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 2; Toskala 
further discloses sending a grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13); and Hosein 
further suggests uniquely identifying one of the plural mobile stations, and the identifier 
settable to a predetermined value to provide a broadcast indication for indicating to the 
plural mobile stations that the mobile stations are to change data rates for transmissions 
over the reverse wireless link (see Hosein: [0008], where Hosein discusses that in 
adjusting membership in the rate-controlled set, the base station sends assignment 
messages to one or more currently unassigned mobile stations to add members to the 
set, and sends un-assignment messages to one or more currently assigned mobile 
stations to subtract members from the set, hence uniquely identifying one of a plurality 
of mobile stations). 

Consider claim 7. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 2; and Toskala 
further suggests wherein sending the grant message comprises sending a grant 
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message containing a data rate assignment field and an identifier field, wherein the data 
rate assignment field contains the particular data rate, and the identifier field contains 
the indication (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13, col. 4 lines 65-67 through col. 5 lines 1-4). 

Consider claim 8. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 7; Hosein further 
suggests wherein the channel is a shared channel monitored by each of the plural 
mobile stations (see Hosein: Abstract and [0006], where Hosein discusses serving a 
plurality of mobile stations on the reverse link, including mobile stations that are 
members of a first set of mobile stations that are allowed to adjust their reverse link data 
rates responsive to common rate control commands being broadcast by the network, 
receiving feedback from each mobile station), and uniquely identify one of the mobile 
stations such that the one mobile station is able to receive an assigned data rate (see 
Hosein: [0008], where Hosein discusses that in adjusting membership in the rate- 
controlled set, the base station sends assignment messages to one or more currently 
unassigned mobile stations to add members to the set, and sends un-assignment 
messages to one or more currently assigned mobile stations to subtract members from 
the set, hence uniquely identifying one of a plurality of mobile stations); and Toskala 
further discloses sending grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13). 

Consider claim 13. Hosein discloses: 

An article (see [0010] and fig. 1) comprising at least one storage medium 
containing instructions that when executed cause a system in a wireless 
communications network to: 
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communicate data to plural mobile stations over a wireless link (see fig. 1, 
[0006]). 

Hosein further suggests sending a message containing an identifier, the identifier 
set to a first value to uniquely identify one of the plural mobile stations, and the identifier 
set to a predetermined value to provide a broadcast Indication for Indicating to the plural 
mobile stations that the mobile stations are to change data rates for transmissions over 
a reverse wireless link (see [0051] and fig. 1, where IHosein discusses sending 
assignment messages targeted to individual ones of the mobile stations 12). 

But Hosein is silent regarding sending a grant message to the plural mobile 
stations. 

However, Toskala, in analogous art, suggests the aforesaid limitation (see col. 2 
lines 22-36). 

It would therefore have been obvious, at the time of Invention, to combine Hosein 
with Toskala for the purpose of providing uplink enhancements in the air interface 
between a terminal and a base station in a wireless communications network, as 
discussed by Toskala (see col. 1 lines 9-13). 

Consider claim 15. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 13; Toskala 
further discloses sending the grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13); and 
Hosein further discloses a code division multiple access (CDMA) 2000 network (see 
Hosein: fig. 1, [0013] and [0026]). 

Consider claim 17. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 13; Toskala 
further discloses sending the grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13); and 
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Hosein further suggests indicating to the plural mobile stations that the mobile stations 
are to change data rates for transmissions of packet data over respective reverse 
channels (see Hosein: [0013]). 

Consider claim 18. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 13; Toskala 
further discloses sending a grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13); and Hosein 
further suggests assigning a particular data rate to each of the plural mobile stations, 
the particular data rate relating to transmissions of packet data over respective reverse 
channels (see Hosein: [0013]). 

Consider claim 19. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 13; Toskala 
further discloses sending a grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13); and Hosein 
further suggests incrementing or decrementing data rates of the plural mobile stations 
for transmissions of packet data over respective reverse channels (see Hosein: [001 1]). 

Consider claim 25. Hosein teaches claim 20, but is silent regarding wherein the 
interface is adapted to receive the broadcast message on a forward grant channel, the 
forward grant channel being a shared channel for monitoring by plural mobile stations. 
Toskala, in analogous art, discloses the aforesaid limitation (see Abstract, col. 2 lines 
23-36). It would therefore have been obvious, at the time of invention, to combine 
Hosein with Toskala for the purpose of providing uplink enhancements in the air 
interface between a terminal and a base station in a wireless communications network, 
as discussed by Toskala (see col. 1 lines 9-13). 

Consider claim 27. Hosein teaches claim 26, but is silent regarding wherein the 
broadcast message is a grant message on a channel that is monitored by the plural 
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mobile stations. Toskala, in analogous art, discloses the aforesaid limitation (see 
Abstract, col. 2 lines 23-36). It would therefore have been obvious, at the time of 
invention, to combine Hosein with Toskala for the purpose of providing uplink 
enhancements in the air interface between a terminal and a base station in a wireless 
communications network, as discussed by Toskala (see col. 1 lines 9-13). 

Consider claim 28. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 27; Toskala 
further discloses sending a grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13); and Hosein 
further suggests uniquely identifying one of the plural mobile stations, and the identifier 
settable to a predetermined value to provide a broadcast Indication for indicating to the 
plural mobile stations that the mobile stations are to change data rates for transmissions 
over the reverse wireless link (see Hosein: [0008], where Hosein discusses that in 
adjusting membership in the rate-controlled set, the base station sends assignment 
messages to one or more currently unassigned mobile stations to add members to the 
set, and sends un-assignment messages to one or more currently assigned mobile 
stations to subtract members from the set, hence uniquely identifying one of a plurality 
of mobile stations). 

Consider claim 29. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 26; and 
Toskala further suggests wherein sending the grant message comprises sending a 
grant message containing a data rate assignment field and an identifier field, wherein 
the data rate assignment field contains the particular data rate, and the identifier field 
contains the indication (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13, col. 4 lines 65-67 through col. 5 
lines 1-4). 
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7. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hosein (US 20050107090 A1), hereafter "Hosein," in view of Toskala et al. (US 
6782269 B2), hereafter "Tosl<ala," as applied to claim 4, further in view of Chen et al. 
(US 7155236 B2), hereafter "Chen." 

Consider claim 5. Hosein as modified by Toskala teaches claim 4. Toskala 
further discloses sending a grant message (see Toskala: col. 1 lines 9-13); and Hosein 
further suggests setting a value to target a first one of the plural mobile stations as well 
as a value to provide the broadcast indication to the plural mobile stations (see Hosein: 
[0008], where Hosein discusses that in adjusting membership in the rate-controlled set, 
the base station sends assignment messages to one or more currently unassigned 
mobile stations to add members to the set, and sends un-assignment messages to one 
or more currently assigned mobile stations to subtract members from the set, hence 
suggesting setting a value to target a first one of the plural mobile stations and a value 
to provide the broadcast indication to the plural mobile stations); but Hosein and 
Toskala are silent regarding wherein the identifier comprises a medium access control 
(MAC) identifier (MAC ID), or setting the MAC ID of the grant message to particular 
values. However, Chen, in analogous art, suggests the aforesaid limitation (see col. 28 
lines 3-12, where Chen discusses sending grants to a plurality of mobile stations 
involving different MAC ID values, wherein particular individual mobile stations receive 
specific grants and others receive a common grant). 

It would therefore have been obvious, at the time of invention, to combine 
Hosein, as modified by Toskala, with Chen for the purpose of improving scheduled and 
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autonomous transmission in wireless communication, as discussed by Chen (see col. 1 
lines 17-20). 

Consider claim 6. Hosein, as modified by Toskala and Chen, teaches claim 5; 
and Chen further suggests wherein setting the MAC ID to the predetermined value 
comprises setting the MAC ID to a binary value 00000000 (see col. 20 lines 22-42, 
where Chen discusses setting a long-grant bit to zero, where an Individual grant 
comprises 12, hence including the value 00000000). 

Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed 

to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Amancio Gonzalez, whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1 106. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00am to 

5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Dwayne Bost, can be reached at (571 ) 272-7023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-3028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571)272-2600. 

/Dwayne D. Bost/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, 
Art Unit 2617 

AG/ag 

October 29, 2010 



